Enhanced neurobehavioral effects of cocaine with chronic neuroleptic exposure in rats.
Individuals with schizophrenia are often treated with medications that block dopamine (DA) neurotransmission. Chronic administration of many DA antagonists alters dopaminergic function, causing a supersensitivity to DA agonists. Because the DA agonist properties of cocaine seem to be involved in its behavioral effects, chronic DA antagonist treatments may enhance these effects of cocaine. This article presents evidence to support this hypothesis, as well as its implications for treating schizophrenia patients who abuse cocaine and suggestions for future research.